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SEC. 282. Notice of trial. Separate trials.
283. Court to be furnished with a copy of the pleadings.
284. General and special verdicts defined.
285. When jury may render either general or special verdict,
and when the Court may direct a special finding.
286. On ºrial finding with a general verdict, the former to con-
trol.
287. Jury to assess defendant's damages in certain cases.
288. Entry of the verdict. Motion for new trial.
289. Motion for new trial, or for judgment on special verdict,
where to be heard.
SEC. 282. Either party giving the notice, may bring the issue to trial,
and in absence of the adverse party, unless the Court, for good cause,
otherwise direct, may proceed with his case, and take a dismissal of the
complaint, or a verdict or judgment, as the case may require. A separate
trial between a plaintiff and any of the several defendants may be allowed
by the Court, whenever, in its opinion, justice will thereby be promoted.
SEC. 283. When the issue shall be brought to trial by the plaintiff, he
shall furnish the Court with a copy of the summons and pleadings, with
the offer of defendant, if any shall have been made. When the issue
shall be brought to trial by the defendant, and the plaintiff shall neglect
or refuse to furnish the Court with a copy of the summons and plead-
ings and the offer of the defendant, the same may be furnished by the
defendant.
SEC. 284. A general verdict is that by which the jury pronounce gene-
rally upon all or º of the issues, either in favor of the plaintiff or de-
fendant. A special verdict is that by which the jury find the facts
only, leaving the judgment to the Court.
SEC. 285. In an action for the recovery of specific personal property,
if the property have not been delivered to the plaintiff, or if it have, and
the defendant by his answer claim a return thereof, the jury shall assess
the value of the property, if their verdict be in favor of the plaintiff; or
if they find in favor of the defendant, and that he is entitled to a return
thereof; and may at the same time assess the damages, if any are claimed
in the complaint or answer, which the prevailing party has sustained by
reason of the detention or taking and withholding such property.
In every action for the recovery of money only, or specific real prop-
erty, the jury, in their discretion, may render a general or special ver-
dict. In all other cases the Court may direct the jury to find a special
verdict in writing, upon any or all of the issues; and in all cases may
instruct them, if they render a general verdict, to find upon particular
questions of fact, to be stated in writing, and may direct a written find-
ing thereon. The special verdict or finding shall be filed with the Clerk,
and entered upon the minutes.
SEC. 286. Where a special finding of facts shall be inconsistent with
the general verdict, the former shall control the latter, and the Court
shall give judgment accordingly.
